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In January 2026, Niagara County Emergency Services became the proud 
recipient of the 2026-2027 CARES UP grant. This was a highly competitive 
grant awarded to only 15 out of 60 applicants. This grant comes from the 
NYS Office of Mental Health’s Suicide Prevention Center (OMH SPCNY) and 
the Research Foundation for Mental Hygiene (RFMH). 

What CARES stands for:
•Changing the conversation
•Awareness
•Resilience
•Empower peers
•Skills building/suicide prevention for Uniformed Personnel

The goal of CARES UP is to promote organizational and cultural change that 
supports the mental health and wellness of uniformed personnel in New York 
State. CARES UP takes a focus to BUILD UP the leadership for five different 
types of emergency services: Law Enforcement, Firefighters, Emergency 
Management Services, Corrections Officers and Veterans.

Niagara County Emergency Services continued efforts to mental wellness 
within the County EMS division will benefit tremendously as this funding 
will bring opportunities of more training classes to strengthen peer support. 

Thank you, OMH SPCNY and RFMH, for the award!
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Take 5-minutes, just FIVE MINUTES…
Click this link and take a brief moment to 
bring pause, quiet reflection, and feel 
“seen”. It’s okay to take a moment to rest 
and refuel.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8egTTr2fM6g 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8egTTr2fM6g
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Fire Coordinator and Emergency Services Director Jonathan Schultz and 
his team at NCES would like to extend their sincerest congratulations to 
the 85th graduating class of the Niagara County Law Enforcement 
Academy. 
Fire Coordinator Schultz delivered the key note address at the 
Graduation, highlighting the importance of the relationships between 
First Responders and Law Enforcement, stating that “the badge on your 
chest represents authority, but it also represents responsibility- to your 
community, to your fellow officers, and to the First Responders standing 
beside you. Firefighters, EMT’s, dispatchers- we are your partners.”
Schultz continued in his speech, painting the picture of partnership he 
has experienced in his 30 some years in the Fire Service,
“Now, some of you might be wondering why a Fire Coordinator is 
standing up here on your graduation day. After all, you wear a different 
uniform. You train differently. You’ll respond to different calls. But, make 
no mistake, what we do is deeply connected. When the tones drop at 
three in the morning, when chaos breaks loose, when someone’s worst 
day is unfolding in real time—we are often rolling toward the same 
scene. Different tools. Same Mission.”
“As Fire Coordinator, I’m proud to stand here today and welcome you—
not just into a profession, but into a shared calling. We will stand beside 
you on scenes you’ll never forget. We will rely on you. And when the day 
comes that you need us, we will answer that call without hesitation, 
because that’s what this is about – Service, Sacrifice, Commitment.”
The Veteran Fire Coordinator delivered his closing remarks with his 
congratulations, and a reminder to stay safe, “Stay safe, watch out for 
one another. And welcome to the watch.”

Director Schultz Delivers Key-Note
Speech at NCLEA Graduation
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Congratulations to the 
Graduates of the 
85th Class of the 
Niagara County 

Law Enforcement Academy



7

On March 13th, our EMS Crews were invited to participate in a 
Simulated Emergency Preparedness Drill in conjunction with local 
Law Enforcement, Volunteer Fire, and EMS agencies across Niagara 
County at Niagara Wheatfield's Middle and High Schools.
The scenario was simulated to give our First Responders an 
opportunity to test their response to an evolving crisis, with 
NWCSD Superintendent Daniel Ljiljanich noting to a local reporter 
that the exercise was the "most complex" he has seen. 
Director Schultz and EMS Division Manager Tom Eggert were on 
scene along with NCEMS Paramedics and EMT's, and were able to 
take away valuable insight from the Emergency Preparedness Drill.
Please note, no students were present on campus and no real-life 
injuries or harm took place during the exercise.
Photo credit(s): Rob Shots

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS DRILL
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EMERGENCY PREPARDNESS DRILL



9

EMERGENCY PREPARDNESS DRILL
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NCEMS Hosts Leadership Niagara
Niagara County Emergency Services was happy to host 
Leadership Niagara in conjunction with the Niagara 
County Sheriff’s Office on Thursday, March 12th. 
EMS Division Manager Tom Eggert and Paramedic 
Supervisor Michael Carroll provided an overview of 
Niagara County EMS Operations, as well as equipment 
overviews and apparatus tours. Eggert and Carroll 
delivered an in-depth explanation of our supplemental 
service and great work being done here in Niagara 
County alongside our great Volunteer Fire Service.
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Thank you, Seven Brew-Lockport, for choosing us on 
a test run for high volume drink order and delivering 
to NC Emergency Services! 

Can’t wait for grand opening in Lockport this April!
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From 1998 to 2021, New York’s volunteer firefighters 
numbers dropped 32%, while calls increased 29%.  

April 18-19, 2026 is RecruitNY, where fire companies open up 
their halls to show the community their trucks, have hands-
on gear demos and safety activities for families, in the hopes 
of sparking an interest to join the fire company and protect 
the community. Check your local fire department to see 
when their open house is. 

But you don’t have to wait until then to join, if you’re 
interested in protecting your community now don’t hesitate 
to reach out to your local fire company! Firefighters and EMS 
volunteers are needed everywhere! 
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Upcoming Events:
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Upcoming Events:
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Upcoming Events:
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5574 NIAGARA STREET EXT                                716-438-3171                
LOCKPORT, NY 14094 

NCEM@NIAGARACOUNTY.GOV

HTTP://WWW.NIAGARACOUNTY.GOV/FIRE

NIAGARA COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES

DOWNLOAD TODAY and share with friends and family 

PREPARE NIAGARA
An app developed by our office to help communicate 
to the Niagara County community in the event of an 
emergency to keep the public safe and informed.

https://apps.myocv.com/share/a58414094 

Total App users 8,274 (and counting)

Our next newsletter will be going out on July 1, 2026. If you would 
like to have an article published please feel free to get into contact 
with us at NCEM@niagaracounty.gov and we will get everything put 
in accordingly. We kindly ask that all articles be received no later 
than two week’s prior to the next newsletter (date listed above). 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Stay safe out there! 

mailto:NCEM@niagaracounty.gov
https://apps.myocv.com/share/a58414094
https://x.com/NiagaraCountyES
https://www.instagram.com/ncemergencyservices/
https://www.facebook.com/NiagaraCountyEmergencyServices/
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